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Rapid Industrialization Induced Poor Hometeaching and
Increased Juvenile Delinquents in South Korea

Duk-Jin Yun, M.D., M.P.H.

Department of Pediatrics, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Purpose : Recently the number of juvenile delinquents have been increasing in Korea and their mis-
deeds were getting worse. This study was conducted to find out the basic cause of juvenile delin-
quency and a counterplan of overcoming this distress.

Methods : The authors reviewed the statistics of the Supreme Public Prosecutors Office to know
the juvenile delinquents and Korean national statistics to know the changes of family environments.
The author conducted a study on the family environments between student group and juvenile de-
linquent group in jail, and also investigated the value judgement of middle and high school students
to know the difference between the recent adolescents and the youth before 1945.

Results : Nuclear families, dual-income families and divorce rates have remarkably been increased
recently. All of which are considered to be the basic cause of getting worse in home teaching. It
was found that the delinquent group have more defective families, poorer economic status, poorer
parent’s educational level than the student group, and also found that the value judgement of recent
youth were quite different from that of youth before 1945.

Conclusion : Industrialization have changed our home-environment rapidly which made home-teach-
ing poorer, and the children were being insecure and melancholy, which consequently made them
more abnormal youth and juvenile delinquents in Korea. (J Korean Pediatr Soc 2003;46:958-965)

Key Words : Home teaching, Juvenile delinquency, Industrialization
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Fig. 1. Changes in number of juvenile delinquents by years
in South Korea. Source : http://www.sppo.go.kr/jsp/Frame.jsp?
Top=/sub_top.htm&Left=/left.shtml&Main=/jsp/act/Act15.jsp.

Table 1. Changes in the Numbers of Extended Family and
Nuclear Family by Years in South Korea Units : %

Years Extended family Nuclear family
1960 64.2 35.8
1966 63.9 36.1
1990 28.6 714
1995 179 82.1
2000 134 86.6

Source : National Statistical Office, Population & Housing Cen-
sus Report
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Fig. 2. Changes of divorce rate by years in South Korea(5
yr. intervals).
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Table 2. Changes in the Number of Dual-income Families
by Years in South Korea Unit: 1,000 Persons

Year Number of employed-married female  Percentage
1970 2,076 37.6
1975 2,433 38.8
1980 2,997 41.3
1985 3,424 40.8
1990 4,337 46.0
1995 4,968 476
2000 5,261 47.0

Source : National Statistical Office, Social Indicators in Korea,
2000
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Table 3. Parents’ Presence, Parents’ Conflict and Parents’ Educational Level between Juvenile Delinquent Group and Student
Group

Student group Juvenile delinquent group
Items X?
Number % Number %
A. Parents’ presence?
Father Yes 243 96.8 229 71.6 41,07
No 8 3.2 66 22.4
Mother Yes 245 97.6 232 78.4 43.37
No 6 2.4 64 21.6
B. Parents’ conflict?
Relationship Good 219 88.0 201 739 20.77
Fair 24 9.6 40 14.7
Bad 6 2.4 31 11.4
F value 0.227 2.288
Use wild words None 173 69.8 135 50.4 314"
At times 56 22.6 89 33.2
Frequent 19 7.6 44 16.4
F value 3.462" 3.401"
Violence? None 207 83.8 178 71.2 1267
At times 30 12.1 46 18.4
Frequent 10 4.1 26 10.4
F value 0.759 0.994
C. Parents’ educational level?
Father Primary sF 6 2.4 57 21.0 167.3"
Middle S. 11 4.4 74 272
High S. 62 24.9 96 36.3
College 170 68.3 45 16.5
Mother Primary S. 14 5.6 85 31.6 171.8"
Middle S. 15 6.0 93 34.6
High S. 121 48.2 69 25.7
College 101 40.2 22 8.1
D. Total family income
700 | ($)° 9 36 124 43.1 1409°"
700-1,000 48 19.7 76 26.4
1,000-1,500 98 40.2 55 19.1
1,500 1 89 36.5 33 115

"P<0.05, TP<0.01, TS.: school
$(9):US dollars, 700 | :less than 700 dollars

Table 4. Have the Students Considered Running Away from Home, Committing Suicide, Seen Pornographic Video Tapes
between Boys and Girls

Boys’ student group Girls’ student group
Items
mid. 3" high 1" high 27 mid. 3 high 1 high 2

A. go away from home

Yes(%) 35.7 41.6 56.0 38.7 50.5 55.4

No(%) 64.3 58.4 44.0 61.3 495 446
B. committing suicide

Yes(%) 34.7 41.6 549 53.6 615 63.7

No(%) 65.3 58.4 45.1 46.4 385 36.3
C. seen pornographic video tapes

Yes(%) 776 82.0 91.1 50.5 46.0 375

No(%) 224 18.0 89 495 54.0 625

“mid. 3:middle school 3rd grade, "high 1:high school 1st grade, Thigh 2:high school 2nd grade
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