
Ka
ng

 M
, e

t a
l. T

re
nd

s a
nd

 d
et

er
m

in
an

ts
 in

 b
re

as
tfe

ed
in

g 
in

 S
ou

th
 K

or
ea

w
w

w
.e

-c
ep

.o
rgCEP Clin Exp Pediatr Vol. 68, No. 10, 772–780, 2025

https://doi.org/10.3345/cep.2025.00857

Supplementary Table 1. Trends in the prevalence of breastfeeding among infants aged 4–6 months from 2007 to 2020
Variable 2007-2020 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

No. participants 3,645,350 93,737 217,626 226,944 257,493 267,519 311,434 304,477 326,069 337,921 320,537 287,534 269,871 247,160 177,028
Breastfeeding, yes

No. 1,191,336 42,716 97,743 99,019 111,918 113,086 125,022 116,275 112,993 103,091 83,727 65,001 51,761 41,798 27,186
% 32.7 45.6 44.9 43.6 43.5 42.3 40.1 38.2 34.7 30.5 26.1 22.6 19.2 16.9 15.4

Sex, % of breastfeeding
Male 30.8 43.7 42.8 41.6 41.5 40.2 38.1 36.0 32.5 28.6 24.1 20.9 17.6 15.6 14.2
Female 34.7 47.6 47.2 45.8 45.6 44.5 42.3 40.5 36.9 32.5 28.2 24.4 20.8 18.3 16.6

Low birth weight infant, % of breastfeeding
No 33.5 46.3 45.7 44.4 44.2 43.1 41.0 39.1 35.5 31.3 26.9 23.3 19.8 17.5 15.9
Yes 16.8 30.5 27.3 27.0 26.7 24.5 22.5 19.9 17.6 14.1 11.1 9.7 8.4 7.1 6.3

Preterm infant, % of breastfeeding
No 33.3 46.1 45.6 44.2 44.1 42.9 40.8 38.8 35.3 31.1 26.7 23.2 19.8 17.5 15.9
Yes 16.7 32.1 27.3 27.0 26.3 24.6 22.9 20.5 17.2 15.3 12.5 10.4 8.7 7.9 7.0

multiple, % of breastfeeding
No 33.2 45.7 45.1 43.9 43.8 42.7 40.7 38.7 35.2 31.1 26.6 23 19.6 17.3 15.7
Yes 5.7 16.9 13.5 12.6 10.1 11.5 9.5 8.0 6.4 4.6 4.2 2.8 2.3 2.5 1.3

Residential area, % of breastfeeding
Urban 32.9 46.2 45.5 44.1 44.1 42.6 40.5 38.5 34.7 30.5 26.1 22.5 19.1 17.0 15.4
Rural 32.1 44.2 43.5 42.8 42.2 41.7 39.6 37.7 34.6 30.4 26.2 22.9 19.2 16.6 15.3

Household income, % of breastfeeding
High 32.3 45.3 44.7 43.7 43.8 42.9 40.3 38.8 35.1 30.9 26.4 23.0 19.5 17.0 15.7
Middle 33.2 45.7 45.1 43.7 43.5 42.1 40.3 38.1 34.5 30.4 26.1 22.6 18.9 16.9 15.0
Low 31.7 44.8 44.3 43.2 42.5 40.6 38.9 36.1 33.3 29.1 24.7 21.4 18.9 16.3 15.2
Medicaid 28.8 45.6 41.0 38.7 35.6 38.8 34.7 30.3 26.0 26.3 22.9 20.4 15.7 11.7 12.7
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